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There are three Periwinkles to be found; all can be found in gardens wherever you are, but only 
two of them (Greater, Lesser) are to be found widely in the wild or escaped. A further section 
provides information on different forms and varieties, and two other Vinca which you may find in 


gardens. 


To identify them look at the green calyx at the flower base, or if lacking leaf margins and leaf 


shape/size. 


Lesser Periwinkle 


Greater Periwinkle 


Intermediate Periwinkle 


Vinca minor 


Vinca major 


Vinca difformis 
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V. difformis Forms 


Std pale blue ‘Jenny Pym’ ‘Snowmound' 


Pere pripz championplants.co.uk 


V. difformis - no hairs on the broad leaves or on long sepals, flowers usu. pale blue - Photos Map 


‘Snowmound' - White flowers - Photos 
‘Jenny Pym’ - Rosy flowers with white edging and centre - Photos 


V. major Forms 
Src: European Garden Flora ed. 2 vol. 4 p. 476 


Std form f. variegata f. Aureomaculata var. oxyloba ‘Jason Hill’ 


gardencentermarketing Karl Nickless flickr 
.com 


NB - In the photo links you must check the leaves are broad since people often mis-id photos! 


V. major - broad leaves, hairy leaf edges and hairy long sepals - Map 
subsp. major - Leaf stalks and young shoots almost hairless; hairs of calyx lobes to 0.5 
mm (Flora of Turkey) e Map 

VARIEGATED LEAVES 
var. major f. variegata - Green leaves with yellowy margins e Photos e Map 
‘Aureomaculata’ - leaves with green margins and lighter yellowish green centre. 

UNVARIEGATED LEAVES 
var. major f. major - Standard form, bluey violet with wide petals (1-2 cm) 
var. oxyloba - Narrow petals with acute tips e Photos e Map (very southern) 
‘Jason Hill’ - Flowers dark violet, petals to 1 cm wide e Photos (1 photo) 
‘Elegantissima’ - synonym for f. variegata e Photos 


subsp. hirsuta - Leaf stalks and young shoots profusely hairy; hairs of calyx lobes to 1.0 
mm (Flora of Turkey) e Map (2 records) 


V. minor Forms 
Src: European Garden Flora ed. 2 vol. 4 p. 476 


V. minor V. minor V. minor 
var alba ‘Atropurpurea’ ‘Illumination’ 


gardens4you.co.uk havlis.cz 


NB - In the photo links you must check the leaves are narrow since people often mis-id photos! 
If veins make a small angle to the leaf axis and the plant fully dies in autumn, see V. herbacea. 


V. minor - narrowish leaves, no hairs on leaves or on the shortish sepals 


VARIEGATED LEAVES 
‘Argenteovariegata’' - Leaves green with pale edge, blue flowers e Photos e Map 
var. variegato-alba - Leaves green with pale edge, white flowers - Photos 
‘Illumination’ - Leaves yellow with green edge - Photos 


WHITE FLOWERED 
var. alba - White flowers e Photos e Map (Cornwall area) 
var. alba ‘Bowles white’ - Photos 
var. alba ‘Gertrude Jeckyll’ - Photos 
var. variegato-alba - White flowers with pale-edged leaves 
var. alboplena - White, double-flowered (10-15 petals) - (no web photos) 


DOUBLE-FLOWERED (10-15 petals) 
var. plena - Blue - Photos 
var. multiplex - Purple - Photos 
var. roseoplena - Rose - (no web photos) 
var. alboplena - White - (no web photos) 


BLUE FLOWERS 
var. minor - Standard form 
var Griiner Teppich - Lightish violet-blue, rarely flowering - Photos 
var. Oland Blue - Petals narrow (5-9 mm wide) - (web pictures lacking) 
var. Bowles variety - Petals normal (10-15 mm wide) - Photos 


PURPLE FLOWERS (without blue) 
‘Atropurpurea’ - Photos 


V. herbacea & V. sardoa - Other Gardened Species 


V. herbacea - fully herbaceous, dies down in autumn, veins a narrow angle (5-30 deg) from the 
leaf axis, often inconspicuous. 


V. sardoa - sepals shorter than V. major (half flower tube or less) and very short-hairy (0.2 mm). In 
Flora Europaea this is treated as V. difformis subsp. sardoa. 


Maps (World) 
Src: Plants of the World Online. 
Green indicates native regions, purple introduced. 


Click the headings to go to each online page and its map. 


V. herbacea 


V. minor V. difformis 


Old Descriptions 


NOTE that old descriptions may have details that have been revised; however they provide a 
wealth of observations that might not otherwise be encountered. 


1919 Boulger 
Small Periwinkle (Vinca minor, L.) 


The blue flowers of this choice plant adorn the countryside in the North Temperate Zone in Europe, 
South of Denmark generally, but not in Greece, and W. Asia. In Great Britain it is found in the 
Peninsula, Channel, Thames, and Anglia provinces, except in Hunts; Northants, in the Severn 
province; in S. Wales, only in Glamorgan, Pembroke, Carmarthen, Anglesea; in the Trent province, 
in S. Lincs or Derby; throughout the Mersey, Humber, and Tyne provinces; in Cumberland and the 
Isle of Man; in the W. Lowlands, not in Wigtown; in the E. Lowlands, only in Berwick, Edinburgh, 
Linlithgow; in the E. Highlands, in Perth, Forfar, S. Aberdeen, Banff, Elgin, and E. Sutherland. 

It is often only naturalized. Watson regards it as a denizen, and says he has not seen it ina 
certainly native state, though quasi-wild, in many counties. 

The Small Periwinkle, suspected as it is of running wild from gardens, &c., is found in all parts of 
the country in woodlands, especially small plantations of no considerable antiquity, where it grows 
amongst herbage and trees in tangled profusion, but certainly it usually suggests that originally it 
was planted. 

The trailing habit of this pretty wild flower causes it to be overlooked. The stems are lying down, 
rooting, simple, smooth. The leaves are opposite, stalked, like Privet, oval, acute, with a smooth 
margin. 

The flowers are a beautiful blue colour, at length falling, borne on erect flower-stalks, with a 
white eye, inclined to be double. The smooth calyx is only about a third as long as the corolla and 
does not fall. The corolla is cup-like with the tube spreading above, below cylindrical. 

The plant is 4 ft. in length when luxuriant. It is in flower between March and September. It is an 
evergreen trailer, propagated by seed. 

Sprengel supposed it was pollinated by Thrips transferring pollen from the anthers to the stigma by 
creeping in and out, but it was observed by Darwin that an insect inserting a long thin proboscis 
would become smeared with a sticky substance to which pollen would adhere, and this would be 
transferred in the next flower to the stigmatic disk. The flowers are conspicuous. There is 
abundant honey, which attracts numerous insects when it is fine. The tube of the corolla is 11 mm. 
long, but enlarged so that insects can insert their heads as far as the anther-hairs. The two yellow 
nectaries at the base of the ovary are 8 mm. below, and protected from rain by the hairs at the 
entrance. 

The stamens are bent, attached half-way up the tube. The anthers project above the stigma, 
which is conical, enlarged above with a flat plate at the top, sticky along the rim, hairy above. The 
pollen falls above the latter. Insects sipping the honey carry off the pollen to fresh stigmas. 

The Lesser Periwinkle is visited by Bombus, Anthophora, Osmia, Bombylius discoor, Thysanoptera, 
Thrips. 

The fruit is a follicle, which is rare. It is adapted for dispersal of the seeds by the wind, the seeds 
being compressed, winged, and provided with hairs. 

This plant is a humus-loving plant, growing in a humus soil, in or near woods. 

Two moths, Daphnia nerii (Oleander Hawk-moth), Clouded Bordered Brindle (Triphaena janthina), 
feed upon it. 

Vinca is the Pervinca of Pliny, and Periwinkle comes from this, the second Latin name denoting that 
it is smaller than the other Periwinkle. 

The plant is called Blue Buttons, Dicky Dilver, Ground lvy, Periwinkle, Sen Green. It was supposed 
to inspire love, and called Death's Bower, being scattered over the graves of children in Italy and 
Tuscany. It was said to signify early recollections or pleasures of memory. Rousseau was struck with 
their appearance in a hedge when going to Charmattes, and thirty years afterwards, in company 
with Mme De Staél he saw the flower, and it reminded him of the occasion again. It is much 
cultivated in gardens and shrubberies. Essential Specific Characters :- 


208. Vinca minor, L. - Stem procumbent, wiry, with erect leafy shoots, leaves lanceolate, margins 
smooth, flowers blue, solitary. 


1914 Boulger (vol. 3) 
CCXXIl. - 


THE LESSER PERIWINKLE. 

Vinca minor Linne. 

THE Family Apocynaceae, sometimes termed the Dog’s-bane Family, is a large, mainly tropical, 
group, comprising at least a thousand species in about 130 genera. The Lesser Periwinkle (Vinca 
minor Linne) marks the most northerly extension of the Family in Europe, being almost certainly 
indigenous in our southern counties, as also in Belgium and Holland, though often occurring farther 
north as an escape from gardens. The Family includes but few trees or herbs, being mostly made 
up of twining and trailing shrubby plants, which in Tropical forests often become large woody 
lianes. They have a milky latex which is generally an acrid poison; but in several genera, such as 
Landolphia and Funtumia in Africa and Willughbeia in the East Indies, yields valuable rubber. They 
have opposite, simple, entire leaves, and polysymmetric, perfect flowers, often large and 
beautifully coloured, so that many of them, such as the Oleander (Nerium Oleander Linne), 
Allamanda, and the Periwinkles, are valued in our gardens and hot-houses. The calyx is deeply 
lobed, quincuncial, and persistent; the corolla salver-shaped or funnel-shaped and convolute. The 
stamens equal the petals in number, and are epipetalous and included, with very short filaments; 
and there are two carpels which may be free or united in the ovarian region but have only one 
common style. 

The genus Vinca comprises some five species of slender perennial evergreen herbs, natives of 
Europe, Asia, and North Africa. Their evergreen foliage has given them the German names 
Wintergrun and Sinngrun, the Danish Singroen, and the sometimes-used English Sengreen; while a 
mistaken derivation of the Latin name from vincere, to conquer, instead of from vincire, to bind, 
has led to the fanciful suggestion that this name means the conqueror of winter. Trailing habit and 
evergreen foliage together unquestionably originated the oldest name we know for these plants, 
the Greek KAnuatic da@voeidnes, klematis daphnoeides, the laurel-like climber; but Pliny’s name 
for it Vinca pervinca, which has given rise to most of its names in modern Europe, probably 
referred to its use for binding in chaplets. Pervinca occurs unaltered in Italian and in Portuguese, 
Pervenche in French, Pervenke in Chaucer, and even Barwinck in Polish. The easily-grown luxuriant 
trailing shoots with their glossy leaves and early cheerful flowers evidently made the Periwinkles 
favourites in English gardens at a remote period. The name “Vinca, pervincae” occurs in Aelfric’s 
tenth-century Vocabulary, and according to the doctrine of signatures the plant was considered “a 
great binder and stayeth all bleedings.” Dioscorides states that to be efficacious 

“this wort must be plucked when the moon is nine nights old, or eleven, or thirteen, saying, ‘I pray 
thee, Vinca pervinca.’” 

Turner in his “Libellus” (1538) writes:- 

“Clematis daphnoides, Latinis vinca pervinca, anglis Perwyncle dicitur.” 

“Clematis daphnoides is called vinca pervinca by the Latins, by the English Perwyncle.” 

In his Herbal (1551) he adds that Vinca pervinca or Periwincle “groweth wylde in the west cuntre.” 
The smaller species (V . minor Linne) is distinguished from the larger (V. major Linne), which has 
no claim to be considered a native British plant, by the rooting of its prostrate stems, and by the 
absence of a fringe of hairs on the margins of the leaves and the sepals. 

The tough, round, trailing stems of Vinca minor are often from one to two feet in length; and the 
flowers are produced in May and June on short erect branches. White, red-purple, and double 
flowers occur in gardens and forms with leaves variegated with white or yellow; but the wild plant 
is very rarely any colour but a light violet. The tube of the salver-shaped corolla is eleven 
millimetres long, and the honey is secreted by two yellow glands at the base of the ovary and is 
protected from rain and probably from small insect marauders by hairs lining the throat of the 
corolla-tube. The stamens are attached about half-way up this tube: their short filaments bend 
inwards in a knee-like form below the stigmatic disk; and the introrse anthers extend above it, 
terminating in an expanded hairy connective. The two carpels, very small in the flower stage, are 
separate in the ovarian region, but unite above into a remarkable little style and stigma which 


resembles a shaving-brush. The style thickens upwards and is surmounted by a structure resembling 
the capital of a column. The lower surface and edges of this are stigmatic; the upper part is 
covered with minute hairs. The flowers are scentless; but are freely visited by bees and long- 
tongued flies which can force their heads as far as the stigma, so that they only require a proboscis 
eight millimetres long in order to reach the honey. The anthers discharge their pollen inwards on to 
the collecting hairs above the stigma which it is prevented from reaching by the expanded disk and 
the knee-like filaments blocking the corolla-tube. The insect-visitors, however, thrust their tongues 
between the stamens and on withdrawing them sticky with honey carry some of the pollen again to 
the stigma of another flower. The Periwinkle, however, seems seldom to ripen its fruit in England. 
When it does so, the fruit consists of two elongated curved follicles, each containing a number of 
black tuberculate seeds. 

Though generally found wild in woods on a warm sandy soil, Periwinkles can be readily cultivated 
in soil of any character, and their glossy leaves and bright flowers are useful for covering banks or 
rockwork and afford an excellent house-decoration in midwinter. 


Taxonomic Names 
Src: BSBI Maps/List 


Vinca L. 

Vinca difformis Pourr. Intermediate Periwinkle 
Vinca difformis ‘Jenny Pym’ 

Vinca major L. Greater Periwinkle 

Vinca major subsp. hirsuta (Boiss.) Stearn 
Vinca major var. major 

Vinca major var. major f. major 

Vinca major var. major f. variegata (Loudon) P.D.Sell 
Vinca major var. oxyloba Stearn 

Vinca minor L. Lesser Periwinkle 

Vinca minor ‘Argenteovariegata’ 

Vinca minor var. alba 
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